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Introduction

ThedaysvhenCOVID-19wasonly adistantthreatto WestAfricancountriesareover It is now evidenthatthevirusis hereto stayand
must be addresseavith practicalresponseshat take into accountthe West African settings Although, the infection curve is not
exponentialcommunitytransmissiois beginningo gaingroundsin the region,with countriessuchasCoted 6 | vGhana,@ujnea,
Nigeria,and Senegaat the forefront with the most caseqfig 1). The lack of testingcapacityin manycountriessuggestshat the
estimatesdiumberof casesremostlikelyunderstated

Currentlytherearethreefactorsthat givethe regionan advantage the fight againsthe noveldiseaseFirst, is it youthfulpopulation

The averagegeof Africansis below?20 yearsandavailablelatasuggestthatthe risk of seriousnedicalcomplicationanddeathis

loweramongyoungeipeoplél). Furthermorewarmweathein the regioncouldpotentiallyreducehe spreadf thevirus,althoughthis

factis remainginprovenLastly,asaresultof the Ebolaepidemian WestAfrica,it couldanalysthiavearguedhatthe regionhassome
experienceonfrontinginfectiousdiseasg®) Whilethesefactorsmightallowtheregionto avoidtheworstof the pandemidt alsofaces
gravechallengethat could overwhelmtheseadvantaged heyinclude high levelsof poverty denselypackedurbanareasandweak
healthsystemandinsecurity

As the numberof COVID-19 casesontinuesto increaseit will becomeincreasinglylifficult for the fragilehealthcaresystemand
economie®f the regionto withstandthe effectsof the pandemicThis is becaus®verallhealthcardéinancingin mostwestAfrican
countrieds relativelyilow at anaverag®ef USH292per capitathus,indicatinga majorconstrainto effectivehealthcarservicadelivery
(3) Morethanthat,no countryin WestAfricahasbeenableto achievehetargetsetatthe AbujaDeclaratiorin 20010f allocatingl5%
of the governmentudgetto healtli4) (fig2). In termsof economicimpact,the seriesof disruptionscausedoy the collapseof
commoditypricesyisinginflation and currencydevaluationss alreadyhavinghugeimpactson ther e g iecomoétngMoreoversome
policy responsesuchas movementrestrictionscurfews,closureof borders,schoolsmarketsand religioussitesare threateninghe
livelihoodsof mostof the populationwho work in the informalsector The informalsectoraccountgor approximatel$p0% of GDP,
over80% of employment&ndprovide9®o of newjobsin WestAfrica(5).

Henceenforcinga completdockdownor curfewsin big citiessuchasAbidjan,Lagosand Dakaris utterlyimpossibleThis is because
millionsof peoplelive in denselypopulatedurbanareaspften with communabccess$o waterandsanitatiorfacilities mostpeopledo
not haveacces$o electricityor refrigeratorso ensurdood storageandmoreimportantlymajorityof the populationnvork asfarmersor
self employedentrepreneurand needto work on a daily basisto ensuresurvival The effectof someof thesemeasuresvill have
devastatingonsequencem p e o plivekhoosisfood securityschoolinglevelsand worsenother developmenindicatorsthat might
evenaffectthe regionmorethan COVID19 would In fact,dueto decrease economicactivitiesthe World Bankto statedthat the
regionis onits wayinto its first recessiom 25yearsyith growthratefallingaslow as(d 5.1%) in 2020(6).

In orderto resumeeconomicactivity,countriessuchas Ghanaand Nigerialifted lockdownsin major citiesand addedguidelineso
managectivitiesHoweveracriticalresourceequiredo harnessitizenstooperatiorandcompliances missingasthereis generalack
of trustin governmeninstitutionsacrosghe region For examplemanyNigeriansnitially consideredhe pandemi@ hoax,someeven
wentasfar astaggingt 6 achmand i s €6pls @h&r countriesmanyseethe pandemia@asad p o | p It totloc the treasurypr
governmentakingadvantagef localfearsby misusingheir powersto restrictpublicfreedomdor personagjainson amorepermanent
basighatfurtherexacerbatgsublictrust

The speedat which the regioncan test, isolateand respondto the pandemicwill reflectits wider institutionalcapacityEffective
leadershimndgoodgovernancwill be vital at both countryandregionalevel Mitigatingthe spreacandnegativeeonsequences the
viruswill dependon the improvementsn the healthcarsystemandrebuildingc i t itraseétimaugheffectivecommunicationLastly,
strengtheningesearchjatacollectionandstatisticatapacitynotablyin relationto healthandcivil registratiorwill alsogo alongwayin
thelongterm

This paperreviewshe currenthealthcareonditionsin westAfrica andits preparednesa combatingCOVID-19 It interrogatedoth

statesandregionalevelresponset the virusandanalysethe risk factorsandemergingssueshe regionasthe pandemicontinuego

spread Inevitably,the pandemiowill wideninequalitiescrossthe region,worsenalreadyexistingfragilities restrictemploymenand
investmenfprospectsand possiblyaggravatexistingunrestin conflict proneregions Therefore,it is recommendedhat both state
governmentandregionabodypayadequatattentionto the evolvingpandemievhilstrespondingn andpracticakndtimelymanner

Figure 1: Coronavirus (COVID19) in West Africé MAY 9, ZOﬁO 8:00am GMT
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Figure 2: Government expenditure on health as % of general government
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https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2020%20COVID-19%20in%20Africa.pdf
https://africacenter.org/spotlight/managing-health-economic-priorities-covid-19-pandemic-spreads-africa/
http://gbchealth.org/financing-africas-healthcare/
https://www.afro.who.int/sites/default/files/2017-06/state-of-health-financing-afro.pdf
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2015/03/the-importance-of-the-informal-sector-in-west-africa/
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/04/09/covid-19-coronavirus-drives-sub-saharan-africa-toward-first-recession-in-25-years

West Africads Responses Should Not

The fastchangingglobalpandemigs filled with greatuncertaintyand hascausedjovernmentsroundthe world to reactwith similar

approache¥VestAfricanleaderfiavealsorespondedtb the pandemiaevith internationahpproachethatincludemeasuresuchas

- Afull or partialclosureof educationahstitutionsandworkplaces

- Limitingthe numberof visitorsandlimiting the contactoetweeriheresident®f confinedsettingssuchaslongterm carefacilities
andprisons

- Internalor externaborderclosureshanon localmovementandcurfews

- Cancellatiorhanandrestrictionof masgatheringandsmallmeetings

- Mandatoryguarantinef buildingsor residentiahreas(7)

As the pandemiaontinuego spreadandWestAfrica recordingmore casesguestionsaboutthe suitabilityand practicalityof these
measurearebeingcontestedThe structuracharacteristiosf WestAfricaneconomieshouldimpactthe policyresponseadoptedoy

memberstatesn responseo COVID-19. Policyresponseshouldbe differentfrom thoseimplementedn developedindemerging
countriesandshouldtakeaccounbf thefollowingwestAfricanpeculiarities

Informal Sector Informalemploymenplaysanimportantrole in job creationproductionandincomegenerationn WestAfrica It
accountdor approximatelp(% of GDP, over80% of employmentandprovides9(®% of newjobsin the regiori8). Entrepreneurs
own 924% of economiaunitsin the region(9). Mostinformalworkersareselfemployedandtheyneedtheir dailyincometo payfor
their basicneeds They alsolack socialbenefitssuchas healthinsurancepaid leaveand unemploymeninsuranceThe longterm
lockdownwill threaterthe mean®of survivabf manyfamilies

Small and Medium-size Enterprises(SMESs) Micro, smalland mediumbusinesseareimportantdriversof growthin economies
acrossthe region They accountcloseto 90% of all businesseand represenB8% of ther e g iGDR Bror to COVID-19, the
industryfacedchallenges obtainingfinancingto expandts businessetn 2018 the InternationaFinanceCorporationestimatedhe
financegapfor SMEsin WestAfricaat USE331billion (IFC 2018 (10). Essentiallythe pandemiavill furtherwidenthisfinancialgap
andmakeit increasinglglifficult for businessds accesfinance

Interest Rate ManyAfricancountriehavecutinterestratesdueto concern®verthe economiadmpactof COVID-19in line with the
globalmonetarypolicyactionsin Februarythe Gambiacutits interestrateby 50 basigpoints,in Marchthe Bankof Ghanacutits by
100basispoint, whilethe Nigerianmonetarypolicy wasleft unchangedespiterisinginflation11). Thesemodificationgmight not be
effectivein a westAfrican settingbecausemost countrieshavereducedsupplyof labouror closeddown businessegarticularlyin
contactintensivesectorsthey alsohavefairly underdevelopetinancialmarketsthat makemonetarytransmissiondlifficult. Central
banksin the regionneedto provide liquidity supportto formal and informal businesseasingdirect creditloansand guaranteed
commercidbansto ensurestability

Demand and Supply. WestAfrican marketsarewell integratedCountriessuchasBenin,BurkinaFaso,Coted 6 | vamdToge gre
prime exportersof cerealandrice experienced strongagriculturakeasonn the lastyear(12). However,dueto the pandemicthe
r e g ifood@aketwill go throughhigh volatilityascountrieswill be unableto supplytheir productsacrosghe regionandglobally
On the demandside crashinglemandf agriculturgoroduce extractivandustryandtourismfrom otherpartsof the world will have
majornegativempactson westA f r iecorodisedMali Chad,Niger,andBurkinaFasoareparticularlyulnerablelueto the ongoing
humanitariarcrisisandincreasingnternallydisplacegersonsSenegalill sufferin termsof tourismwhileN i g eacaona@rivgll be
weakenedbecausd relieson oil and cassavaxport(13). Consequentlgountriesthat are highlydependenbn primarycommodity
exportswill possiblyexperiencareductionn earningsEventhoughdemandor food is lesselasticglobalfood marketsarelikelyto go
throughsomevolatilityasconcern®versupplycouldtriggemricehikes protectionisnor panickeduying

Infrastructure: 66% of the population is still offline: The averagescorefor infrastructurean 2017was445, thoughthis is an

improvementfor the region, the performanceis still very poor. Indicators such as reliability of electricity supply, transport
infrastructuregligitalandIT infrastructurerelow acrosshe regiori1l4). Currentlypowerfull T anddigitizationwill be veryusefulfor

effectivecommunicatiorandreporting Evenif someurbancitiesareconnectedtherearestill morethan50% offline. For example,
wheree-commerceplatformscould substitutefor the physicalkretail activitieswestAfrica hasbeenslow to digitizeits marketand
countrieghathavemanagetb adoptit arestill facingsignificanthallenges

Be Copycat

Table 1: Restrictions to Curb Viral Spread in the General Population

Total Lockdown Partial Lockdown '(\Z/I(;r:kzulsory iiseig e

Liberia (started 11 of Nigeria (Started 4" Benin Guinea Bissau
April) May, 8pm-6am)
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of April)
Benin Guinea Mali
Togo Accra, Ghana Cote dol\
Niger Nigeria Burkina Faso
Cape Verde (# of Niger Togo
May)
Cape Verde Nigeria

Source: Aut hor 6s

Box 1: Citizens Reactions to West African Measures

 Virus preventionmeasureiave takena violent turn in some parts of West Africa as:
i countriesmposeockdownsandcurfewssealboff majorcitiesandothermeasuréo prevent;

| thespreadf theVirus !

A Protestersn lvory Coast'ssommerciatapital Abidjandestroyed coronavirusentre,
that wasbeingbuilt in the districtof Yopougon Residentsaidit wasbeingbuiltin a i
crowdedresidentiabhrea,too closeto their homes Citizenin Ivory Coat havealso,
accusethe governmenof lackof transparenciy disbursinghe 133 billion setasidei
for the mostvulnerablan the country Citizensinsistedauthoritiesmustexplainhow |
the 177198 householdswere selectedand on what basis Authorities say thei
identificationof beneficiariesvasdoneon the databasexistingin certainstructures
but refusedo be specificstructureMore Citizenshaveaccusethe governmenof not i
beingtranspareni thesdlifficult times :

i A In NigeriaJockdownmeasureBavealsoheightenedensionsacrosghe country Some!
: citizensarerebellingandin oneinstancéourneddown a policestationin responseo i
i the closureof mosquesn Katsinastate Citizenshavealsoraisedmanyquestionson |
: the palliativegpromisedto vulnerableNigeriandy the Governmentandat whattime i
i thefundswill bedisbursedwhothe beneficiaries ;
i A In Niger,certainmeasuresakento containits spreachrecausingjiscontenbetweeni
: the governmentand the populace The closureof mosquesand the suspensiomf
i collective prayers are fuelling an increasingly important challenge violenti
: demonstrationtook placein severalocalitiego denounceéhesemeasureshichsome;
i considercontraryto the Islamicdoctrine With the startof Ramadaroday,the risk of i
: theseprotestsescalatinggndspreadings veryhigh In rural areasvherethe statehas,
i lesscapacityo imposethesemeasure$nanymosque$1averemained)penandprayersi
: continuealmostnormally In largecities,someworshipersontinueto defythe banby |

tryingto reopertheirmosques

-

SOURCE: Aut hor ds c¢om


https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/covid-19/questions-answers
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2015/03/the-importance-of-the-informal-sector-in-west-africa/
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/799911586462355556/pdf/An-Analysis-of-Issues-Shaping-Africas-Economic-Future.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/799911586462355556/pdf/An-Analysis-of-Issues-Shaping-Africas-Economic-Future.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/799911586462355556/pdf/An-Analysis-of-Issues-Shaping-Africas-Economic-Future.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/799911586462355556/pdf/An-Analysis-of-Issues-Shaping-Africas-Economic-Future.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/economic-and-market-impact-analysis-covid-19-west-and-central-africa-wfp-regional
https://mo.ibrahim.foundation/news/2020/covid-19-africa-a-call-coordinated-governance-improved-health-structures-and-better-data

Weak Health Systems Remains A Major Challenge

The publichealthsystem& WestAfricahasbeenunderfunde@ndunderdevelopealverthe yearsyith governmentallocatingasmall
percentagef its budgeto the developmenodf the sector The currentstateof healthcarsysteman the regionposesa greatthreatin
termsof capacityo successfullpombatCOVID-19 Indeedunderstandinthe relativerisk factorsassociatedith the coronaviruswill
helpgeneraténsightsto variousoverlappindevelsof vulnerabilityfacedat a countryandregionalevel It will alsoplaya vital rolein
shapingpolicyresponsethattargetthe peculiaritiesf the WestAfricansetting

At the basiclevel,millionsof peoplelackaccesso cleanwaterfor frequenthandwashingand cleaninga top preventivemeasure
recommendetb limit the spreadf thevirus In Africa,morethanl in 5 peoplefrequentiyackcleanwater GhanaMali, Mauritania,
andNigeriaarethe only countrieswith anaveragef 60% of peoplewith acces$o basicfacilities Equallyworrying,in the pastyeara
total of 38% of Africansc o u | reteivélie medicahttentiontheyneededr knowsomeonahatc o u |addd Botlive in areaswith
no easyacces$o a healthclinic Besidesthosewho succeedn accessin@ealthcare,the weakcapacityin the systemis alwaysa
challengeis. The InternationaHealthRegulation§iIHR) helpgiveanoverallpictureof A f r i(WestAirea)preparatiorfior COVID-
19 (sedig 6).

A widespreadommunitytransmissiowill be difficult to managen WestAfrica,astheregionis grosslyunderstaffe@ndhealthservice
coverages low Thereis insufficientmedicapersonne(doctorsnursesandmidwivesianda severdackof qualifiedhealthworkersin
somecountriesFor examplen Togo,therewereonly 8 doctorsand14 nurseger 109Q000peoplein 2018 anamountthatis belowthe
WH O dexcommendationf 100doctorsand35 nursegqfigd). Shortagef medicalpersonnebr qualifiedonesacrosghe regionwill
quicklyoverwhelmhealthsystemsyith seriougmplicationfor lossof life eitherdirectlyfrom the virusor indirectlyfrom pre-existing
healthconditionsLikewisehospitalsvill beill-equippedo handleanincreasé theinflux of infectedpeople Although,the numberof
bedsper1000peoplevariesacrossheregionnearlyall of the countriehavelesshanonehospitabedper1,000peopléls).

Finally,healthworkersat the frontline areparticularlyulnerablestheyareincreasinglgxposedo the virus This vulnerabilityis asa
resultof thefollowing
A Weakinstitutionalcapacityacrosghe region healthworkerslackacces$o oneof the mostimportanttoolsto combatthe disease
PersonaProtectiveEquipmentPPE)
A Dishonestyf patientsabouttravelhistoryandnegligencen the partof healthcareorkers
A In Nigeria,about28 healthworkerswereexposedo coronavirusitthe Universityof llorin Teachingdospitalhavingbeenin
contactwith aninfectedpatient In addition,a patientconcealedhis travelhistoryfrom the doctorin LUTH, and12 health
workerswereinfected1?. In Kano Stateatotal of 47 healthcaravorkershavetestedoositivefor coronaviruslueto thelack
of protectivegearsThefirst 20 doctorswereinfectedat the Amino Kano TeachingHospital,havingbeenin contactwith a
femalepatientwho recentlyhad a surgergg. As of May 10, 2020 almost200 healthworkershavetestedpositivefor
coronavirusn Nigeria
A In Ghanaatleastl3doctorshavetestedositivefor thevirusdueto thelackof protectivegears9.
A In BurkinaFaso,protectivegearsareonly providedto the emergencyesponséeamdesignatetb coronavirugpatientsso

about50doctorswereconfirmedpositivethe weekof April 25h, thoughAlfred Ouedraogahechairmarfor d o ¢ tunioans 0

in the countrysuspectthe numberis likelyhigherzo)

If healthcaravorkersbeginto diefrom the COVID-19, it will sendashockto the healthcaresystenandleavea hugevacuumn service
deliveryFurthermorein otherregionsincludingsomewealthycountriesthe virushasreachedarisisproportionsastestingcapacitygee
fig 4, intensivecareunit (ICU) spaceandpersonnelyentilatorsandpersonaprotectiveequipmenhavebeenstretchegastthe breaking
point. All of thesearescarcein WestAfrica Protectiveequipmenineedso be providedfor healthworkersalongsidea regulatory
frameworkto penalisalishonestitizenswho hide their travelhistoryor fail to complywith guidelinesThe safetyof healthworkers
mustbe prioritisedacrosghe regionasWestAfricahasa lesshealthworkerper capitathanotherregionan the world Thegovernment
needgo providethemwith adequatevelfarepackageandhealthinsurance

Figure 3: West African Countries: COVIBP19 Total Test, May 10, 2020
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Figure 4: International Health Regulation Core Capacity, Africa, 2017
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https://oecd-development-matters.org/2020/04/08/global-response-to-covid-19-in-africa-must-protect-lives-livelihoods-and-freedoms/
https://mo.ibrahim.foundation/news/2020/covid-19-africa-a-call-coordinated-governance-improved-health-structures-and-better-data
https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2020/04/09/protecting-health-workers-against-covid-19-pandemic/
https://businessday.ng/coronavirus/article/47-health-workers-test-positive-for-coronavirus-in-kano/
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/13-doctors-test-positive-for-coronavirus-in-ghana/1822527
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/burkina-faso-struggles-covid-19-extremist-threat-70344982

Covid-1 9 : A Test For

The pandemias fast becomingan crucialtest of good governancend leadershipn West Arica Already,the virus is exposing
g 0 v e r ncapacityto Ggearheaeéconomicsurvivalandensurec i t iweldaingdsiring the crisis,andis sureto keepdoing so
afterward While some leadersare trying to fight COVID-19 with scientifictools, others are using the pandemicas political
confrontationdor personafjainsOn onehand,GeorgeNeahL i b epresicerisdryingto disseminatpublichealthtipsin wayshat
areboth easyto understan@ndmemoriseT he governmenteleasa medicallyaccuratsongto inform its citizensaboutthe dangersf
poor hygieneSimilarlyMackySall the Senegales&residenin partnershipvith the UK firm hasbeenabledevelopalow costtestingkit
that producesesultdast Bio Maadaluliusthe presidenpf Sierra_eoneaddressethe citizensan Krio languagergingthemto wash
their handsregularlyand maintaingod personahygiene On the other hand,Alpha Condérecommendedirinking hot waterand
inhalingmentholto cure coronavirugl). In Nigerianthe oppositionparty has criticisedPresidentBuharifor weakleadershipfor
neglectingo addresghe nationon time In Ghana,National DemocraticCongresshad advisedGhanaiando washtheir hands
thoroughlyasif theyunexpectedipuchedheN P P(&ubngparty)shirt2).

Trust deficit: A criticalresourceequiredo harnessitizenscooperatiorandcompliancés missingasthereis generalackof trustin
governmeninstitutionsacrosghe region Accordingto an AfroBarometesurveyon publictrust, thelackof trustis troublingasonly
anaveragef 48% of westAfricanstrusttheirelectedeadersWhileSenegaindCoted 6 | wemardedhe highestevelof trustin the
region,64% and 626 respectivelygountriessuchasMali and Togo, with 3246 and 1% respectively3). Howevertrustin traditional
andreligioudeadersaremorerobust,5%6 and 75% respectivelyGiven this trust deficit, WestAfrican leadersill do wellto engage
thesecommunityleaders$o reachout to the citizensduringthiscrisis

Political Gamesmanship this mightcomein playwhena governmenthatlacksthe capacityandmoralgroundso cooperativeland
effectivelyengagets citizensin the COVID-19 responseesortsto harshforcibleactionsin recentweekswve havewitnessedncident
wherehundredof GhanaianandTogolesaverestrandedn SemeBeninRepublidueto borderclosuretheyweredeniedreedomof

movementandheldcaptivefor severahoursunderharshconditiong4) In Liberia,on May4, officersof the policesupportunit fired
tear gasto enforcelockdown,injuring aboutthree peoplé5). Although, it is crucialfor citizensto cooperatewith the ordersof

temporaryrestrictiongo curb the spreadof the virus,enforcemenbf restrictionsshouldnot resortto violenceasthis will further
undermindrust

Thereareemergingignsthat somecountriesareslowlymovingtowardsauthoritariamgovernancel heseroublingsignsareindicating
that governmentsould potentiallybe taking advantagef pandemicto imposegreaterrestrictionthat are intendedto become
permanentaindthe limits on publicfreedomanay not be easilyreversedTherearerisingconcerns asleadersareusingtheir newly
grantedpresidentigbowergo strengthenheirhold atatimewhenelectionsarebeingpostponedndoppositiongrotestdbannedAlso
troublingis that citizensmightbe forcedto complybecausef their healthandlives For exampleGhanaintroducedsolationand
guarantineaneasure$or infectedpersonsyestrictionson public and socialgatheringsaand border closuresunder a law called,the
Impositionof Restrictiong\ct. Thislawhasbeenopposedy minoritymember®f the parliamenbecauséhelawi s josiiftedby the
constitution First,the draconiaaw couldpotentiallyleadto theviolationof freedomandfundamentahumanrightsin Ghanalt does
not includea timelinefor the law to be lifted andthe law is quite vaguejt doesnot specifyCOVID-19 asits focug6). Similarlyjn
Nigeriathe proposednfectioudDiseasé\ct aimsto handoverabsolutgoowersandillegalauthoritiego the Director Generalincluding
powerto arreswithoutwarrant?).

Government should commu
rather than violently compel cit

comply to COVI® measures
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Figure 5: Popular Trust in Government (‘%) 14 counJries 2016/2018
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https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2020/04/30/some-african-politicians-risk-spreading-covid-through-quackery
https://www.csis.org/analysis/covid-19-african-political-crisis-much-health-and-economic-emergency
https://oecd-development-matters.org/2020/04/08/global-response-to-covid-19-in-africa-must-protect-lives-livelihoods-and-freedoms/
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https://frontpageafricaonline.com/front-slider/liberias-state-of-emergency-police-fires-tear-gas-to-force-citizens-in-door-in-central-monrovia/
https://theconversation.com/ghanas-president-has-invoked-a-tough-new-law-against-coronavirus-why-its-disquieting-135476
http://saharareporters.com/2020/04/30/nigeria%E2%80%99s-proposed-infectious-disease-act-plagarised-and-dangerous

Vulnerabilities And Resources In The Face Of Covid9 ‘ 14 West African Countriels 2016/2018
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Figure 6: Supply of Health Professionals: West Africa vs. Other Regions
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Box 2: A Food Cirisis is looming in West Africa

The UnitedNations& World Food Programméasindicatedhatanestimatedhat anadditional7O million morepeoplecould
faceacutefood insecurityby the endof 2020 As the coronavirugrisisunfolds,disruptionsn domestidood supplychainsand
othershocksaffectingfood production,andlossof incomesarecreatingstrongtensionsandfood securityrisksin manyWest
African countries Labor shortagegdueto morbidity, movementrestrictions socialdistancingules)are startingto impact
producersprocessorsradersand trucking/logisticscompaniesn food supplychainsd particularlyfor food productsthat
requireworkersto bein closeproximity At the sametime,lossof incomeandremittancess reducingp e o pabileyfouy
food andcompensatiarmerdor theirproduction

About 114 million peopleareestimatedo bein immediateneedof assistance Marchto May 2020 including5.1 million in

Nigeria,1.6 millionin Nigerand1.6 millionin BurkinaFaso By JuneAugust2020 17 million people(6.2%) areprojectedo be
in afood crisissituationjncludingl.2 million in anemergencsgituation The securitycrisisandthe Covid19 healthcrisiscould
tip over51million additionapeopleinto afood andnutrition crisis AcrossWestAfrica,asof April, over11million peopleneed
immediatdood assistanc&omefour million peoplein BurkinaFasoMaliandNigerarealreadyacingextremehungerandthis
couldriseto 5.5 million peopleby August In Céted 6 | vRemim, Te@go, Niger, Chad,BurkinaFaso,importedrice price
decreasenhorethan10percentomparedo thefive-yearmaverage

In Burkina FascAmadouHamadourDICKO, President of the Association for the Promotion of Livestock in the Sahel and
Savannah (APESS) mentioned that the 100 kg bag of millet has gone from 16,000 to 19,000 CFA and the liter cooking
almost doubled. Likewise, the price to feed livestock has increased amidsét the virus

Ghana has already seen a 7.9% increase on the average cost of food. On the other end of the spectrum, the cashew r
export crop for Ghana, has dropped in price by 63% between January and March this year as China and India have slz
imports. This has severely reduced the income of fd@mers

In Nigeria already, importers of farm inputs have it clear that prices are going up because of the rise in dollalgompoun
the Covidl9 crisis. Farm inputs have gone up by 24 per cent. This will have an overall impact on cost of production the
leading to increase in food prices. According to tieudderFarmvillaResource Centre, AGmodu Saki East Local
Government Area of Oyo State, Yinka Adesola, the development poses a serious food security risk to the country. Son
current challenges of farmers at this period include absencdadamerslack of access to farm inputs like seedlings,
herbicides, pesticides, fertilisers and farm equi@inent

In the face of this crisis, ensuring that food systems and food supply chains are maintained is one of the mosbimportar
to take at all levels. It will be increasingly important to continually monitor the food security and nutrition of affected
populations as this crisis unfolds.

Source: World Food Programme (WFP), 2020


https://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/en/press/covid-19-50-million-people-threatened-by-hunger-in-west-africa/
https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/insights/what-impact-will-covid-19-have-on-food-security-in-africa.html
https://allafrica.com/stories/202004130515.html

Emerging Issues

Elections during COVID -19in WestAfrica

West African countriessuch as GuineaConakryand Mali have conductedelectionsduring the coronavirus
pandemicGuineanssotedon the 229 of Marchin a controversiatonstitutionateferendunand parliamentary
electiongnarredby protestsandelectionviolenceDue to COVID-19 somepolling stationsrequiredvotersto
washtheir handsbeforecastingtheir votes27). Reutergeportsthat the largeturnout resultedn crowdsbeing
0 s q u drelirzed¢odvoted At the time of the doubleelectiongreferendumparliamentarydnly two caseof
COVID-19hadbeenrecordedn the country28). It is pertinenthoweveto point out thatMamadousalif Kébé
the Presidenbf G u i n@ommissiorElectoraleNationalelndépendantédCENI), hasdied from coronavirus
infection Kebe contractedhe diseasérom a visitingteammemberof an African civil societyelectorakxpert,
who werein Guineato observeahe electionsHe washospitalizedor afew daysanddiedin ConakryAlso,seven
of theInternationaMissionof African Civil SocietyObserverdavealsotestedpositivefor COVID-19 andare
strandedn Conakrybecausef borderclosure&9).

FurthermoreMali heldthe first round of the longdelayegarliamentarglectionson March29 andthe second
roundon the 1&h of April 2020 Despitecallsby severabppositionpartiesfor the electiongo be cancellediue
to fearsover the spreadof coronavirusPresidentbrahim BoubacaiKeita assuredhe countrythat thorough
healthmeasuresvould be implemente@0. Reutersreportedthat turnoutin the capitalappearedow in the
morning Lineswereshort, allowingvotersto casttheir ballotswhile maintainingdistancefrom other voters
Handwashindacilitiesweremeantto be availablehut kits arrivedlate The low voterturnout,whichmarredthe
electionss not only dueto the coronavirugpandemidut alsothe ongoingsecuritycrisisin M a | northernand
centralregions The oppositionleaderSoumaliaCissewasabductedalongwith six membersf histeamduring
the campaigin thecentraregiori31).

West African countriesthat are set out to conductelectionsduring the pandemiccould face the following

challenges

A Risk of exposing citizens. Conductingan electionduringthe pandemiaould meanpotentiallyexposing
citizensto the virus Campaigmallies,polling units areoften crowedwith long queuesand peoplehaveto
sharevoting materialsGovernmentswill haveto implementstrict guidelinesand thoroughlymonitor the
processndsetup emergenclgealthcaréacilitiesateverycornerf pollingunits

A Campaign funding. The pandemicasresultedn the slowdownof economiaactivitiesaroundthe round
Government$aveto deplorefinancego combatthe virusandsupportlivelihoodsof citizenspy providing
fiscalstimulugpackageor the mostvulnerablgroupsThus,only limitedresourcewill be availabléo fund
campaigtior both candidateandthe electoratommission

A Low Voter Turnout. Theinfectiousnatureof the viruscouldtranslaténto low voterturnoutin the region
Fearsover coronaviruspreadcoupledwith weakhealthsystemgould detercitizensfrom participatingn
upcomingelectionsFor examplesMali recordedits first coronavirusdeathprior to the first round of
parliamentarglectionsocitizenglid not comeout to vote

A Postponementof election. The expirationperiod of political office holdersand the provisionsof the
constitutionstipulateghat electionamust be held within a certainperiod For somecountriesthis could
meanthat presidentslo not havethe prerogativdo postponeThereis alsothe challeng®f how longthe
electionsanbe postponedor. For instancein Mali, manycalledfor the postponementf the electiondut
PresidenKeita stressedhat it wasn'this government'slecisionto put off the electionsput rathero t h e
outcomeof the NationalInclusiveDialogue,which hasworkedin total independencand without any
i nterf(8rencebd

Table 2: Upcoming Election Schedule in West Africa, 2020

Presidential and (Burkinabe National

Burkina Faso 229 November, 2020
Assembly)

Presidential and (lvoirian National

Cote d'lvoire 31t October 2020

Assembly)
Ghana 7h December 2020 Pre&depﬂainQReferendum
(GhanaiarParliament)
o 1ah Septembeand1h October Edo and Ondo  State Governorshig
Nigeria :
2020 election
Way Forward

If electionsareto be conductedduringthe pandemicit is importantto takenecessarsteepso ensurehat

citizensexercis¢heir civil rightsin awaythatfree,fair, secureandsafe CountriessuchasLiberiaconducted
a successfutlectionduringthe Ebolaepidemicand SouthKoreaalsoconductedts parliamentarglection
with high turnout WestAfrica countrieswith upcomingelectionghat cannot afford to postponeshould
learnfor thesesuccesstories

Casestudyliberia

Liberia held its electionon December20, 2014 during an epidemi@2. The following measuresvere

implementedo ensureasuccessfdlectiorprocess

A Liberianelectionofficials worked closelywith healthexpertsto integratea rangeof practicalhealth
measuresuchassocialdistancingandrevisedorocessingp ensurehe safeexchangef ballotpapers,
ID cardspensandothercommonvotingmaterials

A Poll workerswerealsotrainedin the 6 r ®fl queuec o n t r @rd therewasan extensivevoter
educatioreffort (33.

A Handwashingstationsandtemperaturenonitoringequipmentverepresentt all pointsof entriesand

campaigmatheringdndividualswith temperatureabove37.5 degreeCelsiusvereexcludedandpublic

healthauthoritiesverenotified

All attendeewererequiredo maintainradistancef atleast3 feet

Thatelectionvasconductedvith in-persorvotingnot analkmailelection

To o


https://www.reuters.com/article/us-guinea-election/guinea-holds-contentious-referendum-despite-coronavirus-outbreak-idUSKBN21916W
https://www.ifes.org/publications/global-impact-covid-19-elections
https://theeagleonline.com.ng/guinea-loses-head-of-national-electoral-commission-to-covid-19/
http://northafricapost.com/39372-mali-parliamentary-elections-maintained-despite-coronavirus.html
https://www.ifes.org/publications/global-impact-covid-19-elections
(https:/www.dw.com/en/mali-holds-second-round-elections-amid-coronavirus-fears/a-53160588
https://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/history/2014-2016-outbreak/index.html
https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-elections-and-covid-19-what-we-learned-from-ebola-96903

Emerging Issues

Risein Human Right violations during COVID -19in WestAfrica

Given the exceptionakituation,countrieshave beenforced to adopt extraordinarymeasuresuch as general
lockdownglo decelerateransmissiomf the virus,movementestrictionghat havehinderedthe freedomto enjoy
manyother humanrights activities Although Humanrightslaw recognizeshat nationalemergenciesayrequire
limits be placedon the exercis®f specifichumanrightsandthe scaleandseverityof this diseasés on alevelthat
justifiestheserestrictionsmneasurestill needto betakento lessertheseunintendedonsequencethe pandemiags
creatingurtherhardshighatis raisingensionsandprovokingcivil unrestandin somecasesausindgurtherhuman
rightsviolationsacrosgheregion

RecentlylJN Secretarenerapointedout that globallockdownshaveresultedn analarmingncreasen gender
basedviolence(GBV) and the pandemidurther deepengienderinequalitiesAfter all, "the burdenof caringfor

childrenathomeandsickor olderfamilymemberdallsdisproportionatelgn w o m eGO¥ID-19alreadyriggering
politicalandeconomiccriseghat canbe exploitedby destructivdorces As the pandemigrovidesopportunitiedo

deependivisions betweencommunitiesjt also demonstrateshe importanceof defendinghuman rights and
upholdingour collectiveesponsibilityo protecty).

Casesof Human Rights Violation

Ghana Accordingto HumanRightsWatch,on the 27" of April, a patienttestedpositivefor COVID-19atA c ¢ r
Psychiatri¢lospital Howeveruponthe diagnosigivil authoritiesn Ghanarejectedhe transferdueto the patient's
mentalhealthstatusAccordingto Dr AkwasiOsei,headof the GhanaMentalHealthAuthority,the patientwould
havebeenallowedtreatmentf he/shewasmentallystablealthoughit is requiredthat peoplewith psychosocial
disabilitieshouldhavethe sameccesso COVID-19treatmentsanyoneelse).

Guinea The HumanRightsWatch(HRW) reportedthat in recentweeksauthoritiesan Guineahaveintimidated,
harassednd arbitrarily arrestedmembersand supportersof the oppositionsparty as a result of movement
restrictionmeasuresf the pandemicDuring the controversiatonstitutionareferendunmand legislativeslections
that wereheld on the 229 of March,it wasreportedthat, securityforcesviolentlycrackeddown on opposition
membersand supportersBetweenApril 1st and 29, at least6 shopswere looted and destroyedn Conakry's
Kagbélemmarketduringthe curfew On the 14" of April, a 38yearold FNDC memberwho wassickandreceiving
treatmentsn hishomein Tougue CentralGuineawasarrestecindbeaterup by gendarmesie allegedlgetfire to
the Touguegendarmeristationon February28 On April 16, a nursein Conakry'sHamdallay@eighbourhoodvas
beatenup in her homefor supportingthe oppositionparty On April 17, Oumar Sylla an FNDC memberwas
arrestedy the policeanddetaineduntil April 24, for spreadindalseinformation He wastakenbeforea courtin
Conakryandlatermovedto Conakrycentralprisorng).

SierraLeone: On April 18 SierraLeonearjournalistwasreportedlyabusedvhile on an essentialluty in Kenema
City Thereporterwasattackedy a groupof 10 soldierswho hit him with their guns kickedhim andseizedis

phoneafterhe photographed newCOVID-19 quarantineenter The soldierghenarrestediim andallegedhathe

hadassaulted soldier After the attack alocalcourtchargedrayiawith assaultlisorderlyoehaviorandobstruction
of securityduties Followingthe attack,he wasdetainedand maltreatedor sevendaysuntil April 8 whenhe was
takento courtandchargesverefiled againshim. The courtfreedFayiaon bailafterhe postedabondof 30million

Leoneg$3,093 andtwo suretiesFayiawassaidto havefaintedduringthe April 8 courtappearanceecausée had

beendeniedmedicatioror apre-existingconditionduringhisdetentioi).

Nigeria: The NationalHumanRightsCommissiorreportedthat securityoperativexkilled 18 civiliansduringthe
enforcemenbf lockdownin worsehit citiesin the countryoverthe novelcoronavirusn the 13" of March The
commissiorstatedthat it receivedlLO5 petitionsfrom the familiesof deceasegersonghroughtheir lawyersand
carriedout investigationdn the sameperiod,the report alsostatedviolationsthat include unlawfularrestsand
detention,33 incidentsof torture, 27 violationsof right to freedomof movement,inhumaneand degrading
treatmentandl13incidentof extortion,andl19incidentof confiscatiorof properties).

On Wednesdayhe 15h of April 2020 a commercialehicledriver, Amobi Igwe waskilled by an officer of the
NigeriaSecurityand Civil DefenceCorps,Eke Richard Mr Amobi wasconveyingood itemsto Aba whenthe
NSCDC officer stoppedhim anddemanded bribeto allowhim passagsincethe roadswereblockeddueto the
lockdownnecessitatedy COVID-19 The driver refusedto paythe bribe, and that led to his harassmenand
subsequemhurderby the officers).

The Governorof Riversstatecommencedemolitionof two hotelsin the statefor floutingthe lockdownorderson

May10h. Howeverjn Ekiti andOndo State Securityofficialshavebeencarryingout illegalarrestsseizingpersonal
belongingsexploitingandthreateningitizenswho flout the lockdownorders The SpeciaAnti-RobberySquadand
ANigexiaSecurityand Civil DefenceCorpspersonnein Akurerecentlybrutalizeda doctor while returningfrom an

emergencglutyatthe hospita).


http://opiniojuris.org/2020/04/23/gender-based-violence-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-and-economic-social-and-cultural-rights/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/30/ghana-1st-covid-19-case-psychiatric-hospital
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/29/guinea-respecting-rights-key-amid-covid-19-0
https://cpj.org/2020/04/sierra-leone-security-forces-attack-and-detain-2-j.php
https://www.africanews.com/2020/04/17/18-dead-in-enforcement-of-nigeria-covid-19-lockdown-report/
http://saction.org/human-rights-violations-during-covid-19-lockdown-in-nigeria/
http://saharareporters.com/2020/04/20/covid-19-security-operatives-exploit-lockdown-order-harass-extort-citizens

Designing policies should be prioritybased

Crisisoftenprovideghe chanceo reflectthereasonsertainstructuresverecreatedor in the caseof manywest
African countriesto identifythe gapsin structuresand developstrategieso bridgethe gaps The westAfrican
stateanustdemonstratea vibrantand unitedresponsehat worksin the interestof the peoplethatis inclusive
anddefendthe human,social,economicand politicalintegrityof their environmentsWe suggesthat member
statesusethe following priority frameworkto organisetheir responsegsee)and immediatelyexecutehemto

successfullygombathe currentpandemic

1 StrengtheningPublic Health Capacity

Publichealthinfrastructureandcapacitiemustbe strengthenet WestAfrica Undoubtedlyhealthsystemsuvill
be overwhelmedhroughouthis pandemiclt is,thereforecrucialto providerequirementfor healthcargystems
to perform at an optimal level Governmentsneed to allocate additional funds to reinforce scientific
investigationsprovide more testingfacilities,hospitalbeds,the supplyof PPE ventilators,masksand other
medicakquipmentThereis alsoneedo considefinancingesearchn alternativelrugs

Scalingup COVID -19testing

Memberstatesarenow facedwith communitytransmissiorthusit is criticalto engageén massestingthat will
inform casemanagemerandsuppressransmissioriLaboratoriesieedto be upgradedndpreparedor the huge
surgein the numberof samplego testfor COVID-19. Healthsystemseedto be ableto test,traceandisolate
Wh a mdieswhenthereis alackof medicinesandtestingcapacitieandcertainpopulationsr individualseed
to be prioritized,the countriesmayneedto startconsideringationalizationFirst, all healthworkersshouldbe
testedfrequentlhybeforeandafterattendingo patientsAlso, peoplewith pre-existingconditionsandvulnerable
populationswho mightneedhospitalisatioandintensivecarefor COVID-19 shouldbe prioritised

Improving the provision of waterand sanitation services

MemberStates

A shouldmakemandatoryhe provisionof handhygienestationgfor handwashingith soapandwater)to be

placedn front of theentrancef everypublic(includingschoolsmarketsandhealthcaréacilities)or private
commerciabuilding to alloweveryoneo practicehandwashindeforeenteringandwhenleaving

Should collaboratewith the private sectorand civil societyto supportthe purchaseof commoaodities,
maintenancandeffectiveuseof thesdacilities

Maintaining essentialhealth servicesduring the pandemic:

Membersstatesneedto maintainother essentialifesavinghealthserviceswhile simultaneouslgddressinghe

pandemic¢o avoidoverwhelmingnortalityratesandmitigatetherisk of systencollapseThe healthsystemmust

developpracticakolutiongo maintairthe provisionof dailyservices

MemberStateshould

A adoptaneasyor simplifiedapproacho managessentiaiealthservicaedeliveryProcedurethatfacilitatethe
coordinatiorof serviceshouldbeimplemented

A intensifyefforts to monitor and evaluatehe currentdeliveryof essentiahealthcareservicesThe gapsin

servicaleliveryneedo beidentifiedandpromptlyaddressed

Box 3: Public health campaigns: the challenge of information
The overloadof both accurateand inaccuratenformationsurroundinghe coronavirugpandemichasbecomea global:
issuethat hasforcedthe World Health OrganizatiofWHO) to referto it asan6 | N F O D EIMik row difficult for
peopleto find trustworthyinformationand reliableguidanceneededo navigatethis difficult time Most WestAfrican :
countrieshavesetup COVID-19 TaskForceto managehe spreacof the virus,combatmisinformationand strengthen
communicatioengagement

citizenson illnessesand preventionand alertingthem on possiblehealthhazard West African countrieshave shown

The lIIAG Indicator Public Health campaignsevealshe extentto which African countrieshavebeeneducatingheir !
remarkabl@nprovement publichealthcampaigndespitahe currentdifficultieswith informationsharing

Only 7 westAfricancountriesachievehe perfectscoreof 1008 indicatinghatpublichealthemergencidsiggerawareness

campaignandinformationis presentedn awaythatis easyto understandViost countriesverewith the averagef 609
indicatingthatepidemicslo not alwaysriggerawarenessampaignandthatinformationat timesmightbe presentedh a :
waythatmakest moredifficult for citizenswith lesseducatiorio understandBeninandTogoachievedhe lowestscorein :
triggeringoublichealthawarenessampaigin theregion i
However,the challengesf ineffectiverisk communicatiorand communityengagemer(RCCE)still threatenseffective:
control of COVID-19 in the region Information aboutthe virus are sometimegpresentedn waysthat makesit more !
difficult for citizenswith lesseducationto understandThere are alsoissueof languagéarriers,there are over 200!
languagem WestAfrica VulnerablegroupssuchasPersonswith Disabilitiesthearingand sight)are often excludedn !

punishmenfor s i n nireGhana@ndNigeria

Effectivecommunicationvith the publicis animportantfactorfor epidemiaontrolandis keyto managingublichealth
emergencidn orderto inform citizensto sharanformationandto provideguidancen riskandexposurenitigation

Source: MIF

We suggest 5 priority areas for immediate focus by governments
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https://thebbcghana.com/is-god-using-coronavirus-to-punish-humanity-for-their-sins/

Designing policies should be prioritybased

2. Protecting lives and livelihood

A food crisisthatthreaten$ood securityis loomingacrosgheregion Localandinternationaborderclosuresnarketandsupplychainand

trade disruptiongn labourintensivdformsof productionsuchasfisheriesandagricultureareparticularlyat risk andacces$o adequate,

variedandnutritiousfood havebeenrestricted

Memberstatesieedo:

A observeheearlywarningsystemsor farmingandemergencipod provisionsystems

A developstrategiethatwill helpmanagelisruptionin food supplychainsandkeeplogisticfunctioning

A establista Food SafetyManagemen®ystemFSMS)asrecommendethy WHO and FAO to managdood safetyrisk and prevent
contamination

3. Economic Response

In the shortterm, fiscalpoliciesshouldbe tailoredto provideincomesupportto the mostvulnerableparticularlythosewho are self
employedand/ or peopleliving in rural areasSofar, 11 WestAfrican countrieshaveintroducedsocialprotectionresponseto fight
COVID-19 Despitethis, therearestill challengesf low coveragethereis still no pensionsandsafetynetsfor 80% of the populationin
countrieg).

Memberstateshouldtherefore

A Strengtheexistingorogramsindadoptmultiplescheme® expandoverage

A Seeko reducalisruptionsn schemesothatstimuluseachetheirbeneficiaries

A Ensurethatthe priority goalof sociakafetynets shouldbe householdsiith children

A Socialnsuranc@rogramshouldexpandeyondheformalsector

How will WestAfricangovernmentensuréhat SMEsarenot completelannihilatedby this pandemic?

It is clearthatthe informalsectoraccountdgor a significanshareof the outputof WestAfricaneconomiedHoweverthe governmenin

theregionhasfailedto adequatelsegulateandserveheinformalandagriculturasectorthustheyfaceachallengef effectivelyprotecting

the sectorduringthe pandemi@ndensuringtability

A 1t isof little relevancéo loweringMSMEstax ratespecausenostof themneitherpaytaxesFor exampleareportindicatedhatonly
15 companiepayup to 75% of thes t ataxeeGesudMost SMEsborrowmoneyfrom cooperativesr unions,andthe feescharged
by cooperative®r unionsareridiculouslyhigh It will be usefulto incentivisébank lendingby makinginterestratesattractiveto
mitigatethe shortag®f workingcapital

A Stimulatinghankloanscanalsoprovidecompaniesith ameango keepworkersandsupplierpaid

A Smallscalébusinessasanbegivenamoratoriunon debtpayments

A Digitaltechnologiesansimplifytheloanapplicatiorprocesseandprovidealternativenethods

In the longterm, governmentsieedto paymoreattentionto the informalandagriculturakector The sectorneeddo adopta seamless
structureto provide the governmentwith important policy leverage$o easethe economiccycle The sectoris a primary sourceof
employmenandneedmorepublicinvestmentsl hesanvestmentshouldnot only targetincreas@roductivitybut a broademarketreach,
both domesticallgndinternationally

Economicpoliciesand governmenbudgetsshouldreflectthe realitythat SMEsare the mostimportantdriversgrowth in the region
Failureto do sowill continueto severelyimit the effectivenesef policyinterventionsandleavegovernmentsvastingscarceesources
attractingnvestmentsvith verylittle multipliereffectan theireconomies

. Box 3: Digital Solutions Can Help the Expansion of Social

. Assistance ,

\ Digital technologies can provide a solution for the disbursement and expansion of
| social assistance to African individuals and households during thisX®OVID |

i emergencyubSaharaifrica has the largest number of registered mobile money

i accounts in the world, at around 400 million, and most unbanked adults own a:mc
‘'phone. In
i mobile accounts. Challenges include the interoperability of various network provic
' since it is common for people to subscribe to more than one mobile network, due
| connectivity issues.

several African countries,

: A low-hanging fruit for African governments is the reduction of regulatory barriers
scaling up social assistance. In the past few years, some African governments: ha
i imposed regressive taxes on mobile money and other digital financial transactjon:
' These taxes disproportionately affectitmome earners who mostly transact in smal
values and are sensitive to these ¢dstsu n 20O Therefore, a review of such

' regulations, say by temporarily suspending these charges, would be a quick and ¢
i way to put cash back into the pockets of the poor and encourage cashless transa
for the purpose of enforcing social distancing. This is happening already. In Kénya
i Safaricom, in consultation with the government, is implementing fee waivers o

| personrto-person mobile money transactions under 1,000 Kenyan shillings, about ‘
'\ on M-PESA (Bright 2020).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Box 4: Information -basedPolicy Response

In short, Africans t a pokcgrésponses$o the pandemicso far are an'!

' urgent reminder of the enormousgapsthat exist betweenknowledge
. production,policymakingand objectiverealitiesin the region Now more :
' than ever, there is a need for socially and politically relevant:
. knowledge production. To bridgethesegapsAfricangovernmentshould:
. investin makingtheir economiesmore legible Suchinvestmentsshould;
targetbetterdatacollectionaswell asthe establishmeruf strongacademid:
' departmentsvith expertisén political economyand economichistory, i |n
 additionto othereconomicsubfields

. African statescannotafford to continuemakingpolicy from posmonsof

. ignoranceor to outsourceeconomichinkingandpolicymakingCollect the !

. data Analysethe data Have the resultsinform policy. |

' Suchefforts will go a long wayin helpingcraft domesticnarrativesand |
. countemarratives of
. entrench realitybased policymaking,in addition to putting an end to :

. ahistoricahndapoliticapolicymaking '

socieeconomic transformation, and hopefully:



Regional Responses: An Opportunity For West African Integration

Theinitial reactiorto the coronaviruvy mostcountriesvasto look inwardsandactalone Whilelockdownsandmovementestriction
orderswerecertainlyneededo confrontthis globalhealthcrisistheseeffortshaveleft bordersclosedsupplychaingdisruptedthereby
causing fall in regionaleconomicactivitiesisolationis not a longterm solutionin WestAfrica, giventhe peculiaritie®f the socie
economicenvironmenbf memberstatesAlthoughcommendablaationakesponselavebeenimplementedsee)it is clearthatonly
acoordinate@pproactat bothregionahndgloballevelscanbestmitigatethe challengestf COVID-19

At aregionalevel ECOWAShasdrawnup a shortto mediumtermassistancglanto renderhumanitariamssistancendsupportthe

economiagecoveryf membeistatesWestAfricanHealthOrganisatiofWAHO), aspecialisedrmof ECOWAShastakena leadrole

in respondingo COVID-19 challengest recentlydisbursednedicalkits containingdiagnostidestkits, extractionkits, viral sample
transport equipment,personalprotective equipment(PPE), masksfor medical personnel,ventilators,and hand sanitizersand
disinfectantso memberstatesWhile this is commendablehe ECOWASaid planneedgo be translatednto actionsimmediatelyo

protectp e o divesarddvelihoods

To responceffectivelyyo COVID-19, theseb prioritiesshouldoe consideredb coordinateactions

A

Setting up a regional Nerve Centre This centrewould be responsibldor synergizingovernmentprivatesectoror anykey
playergscientistresearcherghatwill assistn acceleratinthe responset thecrisis It will bringtogethercriticalleadershigkills,
organisationaapabilitieanddigitaltoolsthatwill givemembeistateghe bestchanceo geton top of theevent It allowsleaders
to becomeproactiveandresponsivaseventaunfoldratherthanreactive

Coordination of Medical Supply The purchas@anddistributionof medicakupplieandequipmenshouldbe coordinatedtthe
regionalevelto ensurehat theyarepurchasedt a lower price and distributedat a lower cost Senegalecentlyannouncedhe
developmenbf a testingkits for COVID-19 at $1, which canproduceresultsin 10 minutes ECOWASand the regionainerve
centreshouldsupportthe Senegalesestitute at both capacityndfinancialevels

Effective reattime information sharing Coordinatiorat aregionalevelcanhelpspotcommonalitiegshe emergindhotspoton
time It canalsohelp spreadrustworthyinformationand reliableguidelinesn simplelanguagethat areeasyto comprehend
ECOWASandWAHO shouldstrengthersurveillanceapacityn the regionandfacilitatecoordinatiorof responseaswellasthe
mobilizatiorof internationasupport

Providing COVID -19 Container Clinics. It is important to provide a prompt and coordinated intervention along West
Af r imajar hasmisportatiorcorridors The corridorcentricinterventionsshouldtargetshouldmainlythe drivers,for example,
truckdriversalongAbidjarLagosCorridorcouldpotentialljpecomecriticalvectorsof transmissiorthus,it will be usefulto setup
acontaineclinicalongtransporicorridorsto frequentlymonitorsthedriversl).

Governanceand Leadership Now morethanever,thereis an urgentfor both ECOWASand memberstateso demonstrate
accountabilityand transparencyMaintainingpublic trust will crucialto control the spreadof the virus and maintainorder in
countries Governmentsshould simply communicateatherthan force citizensto adhereto the rule of law becausesffective
communications an importantcomponentof public healthcampaignsrlhe increasingiseof force to enforcerulesby some
securityagenciesh memberstatesshouldbe condemnedECOWASnNneeddo uniteits membersanddisplaygoodleadershiphat
proveshatit canprovidepracticakolutiongo protectcitizens

ECOWASandother Africanregionabodiesshouldadvocatdor a moreinclusivetradethat limits the restrictionsof keyexports
suchasmedicabuppliesandfood itemsby developedountriesA regionabndcoordinatedorcelike ECOWAScouldexertmore
pressureagainstraderestrictionsthat preventpoorer countriesfrom accessingssentiaimedicalsuppliesand other necessities
duringthis pandemic

_______________________________________________________________________________

embodiedstates As of 27" of April 2020 the 15 memberstateshave beenaffectedby the pandemiawith 7905
confirmedcases2410Dischargedand, 201 Deaths In light of thesegrowingnumbers ECOWAS reaffirmedits i
commitmentand solidaritytowards supportingcountries To this effect the West African Health Organizationi
(WAHO) whichis the specializetiealthinstitutionresponsibléor coordinatinghe responseat the regionalevel,has i
drawnup aregionabtrategiplanwith all memberstatesThus,to supportthe emergencat hand,ECOWASon the i

6 of April respondedh a statementhe followingways

- Madeavailabléinanciakupportfrom its ownresources

- Madeavailablenedicalkits which entailsof 30500 diagnostidestkits, extractionkits, viral sampletransport |
equipment,10000 personalprotective equipment(PPE), mask for medical personnel,ventilators,hand i
sanitizergjisinfectantand74Q000prescriptiortablety Chloroquine@ndAzithromycin) i

Whileall thesemedicakits havealsobeenmadeavailablehe WAHO hasalreadyrdered24Q000diagnostidits; i
- 240000 extractionkits, - 250000 viral sampletransportequipment- 285100 PersonaProtectiveEquipmenti
(PPE) - 2681000masksor medicalpersonne(facemaskssurgicalmasksfull facemasks)- 120ventilators- I
Severahousanditresof alcoholgelanddisinfectants
Thesee g u i p aregairtgtd madeavailabléo the 15memberstateof the ECOWAS

- The WAHO is workingin partnershipwith the expertservicesn memberstatesto setup personneland

epidemiologicahvestigatiomnddatacollectiontoolsto supportthe capacityf referencéaboratoriesindtrain

technicapersonnel i
- TheWestAfricanHealthOrganizatiofWAHO) overseety the EconomicCommunityof WestAfrican Statesi
(ECOWAS)is alsoactivelytookinginto mobilizationof fundsandmedicakquipmenboth in andout of Africa i
Thisis avisionof increasinghe testingcapabilitiesiswell asflatteningthe curvewhichwill be donewith the i
availabilityof medicalequipmentindfundsto help preventmonitor and combatthis pandemicThis support i

the effortsof membeistatego curbthevirus

As part of ECOWAS commitment to its member states, the commission is working to complement its invol\:veme
part of a short and medium term state assistance plan (Humanitarian assistance and support for economiq rece


http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/799911586462355556/pdf/An-Analysis-of-Issues-Shaping-Africas-Economic-Future.pdf
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Fiscal And Monetary Measures in West African Countries

Country

Benin Republic

Burkina Faso

Fiscal Policy
The mitigation and prevention measures taken so far by the authorities amount to CH
10 billion (about $17 million or 0.1 percent of GDP). Benin is also considering more
ambitious measures provided that they can garner financing from donors.

With the support of the WHO and the World Bank, the authorities are preparing a bro

prevention and mitigation plan to buy the necessary equipment; intensify surveillanceg,

notably at points of entries; build capacity for case confirmation and felippand
organize quarantine and sabolation protocols.

The authorities have started discussions with donors to mobilize financing for the plan,

which is preliminarily estimated to cost at least US$ 100 million or CFAF 60 billion
(equivalent to 0.7 percent of GDP).

Monetary Policy

h\Fhe regional central bank (BCEAO) for the Viéstan Economic an
Monetary Union (WAEMU) has taken-prenpt i ve st eps t
demand for liquidity and mitigate the negative impact of the pande
L @GOonomic activity.

The BCEAO first raised the liquidity made available to banks at its we¢
monthly auctions of March 23, allowing average refinancing rates to
relatively close to the floor of the monetary policy corridor of 2.5 percent.

This was followed, starting with the weekly refinancing auction of March 3
by the adoption of a full allotment strategy at a fixed rate of 2.5 percent
allowing banks to satisfy their liquidity needs fully at a lower rate. As an
on March 21, 2020, the BCEAO has aisex{ended the collateral framewor
access central bank refinancing to include bank loans to prequalified 1,7
companies; (ii) sap a framework inviting banks to accommodate demand
firms with Covidl9 related repayment difficulties to postpone for a 3 n
renewable period debt service falling due, without the need to class
postponed claims as NPL; and iii) introduced measures to promote thg
electronic payments.

In addition, the BCEAO has announced the creation of a specmitt8
refinancing window at a fixed rate of 2.5 percent for limited amounatsoaft8
"COVID-19 T-Bills" to be issued by each WAEMU sovereign to help
funding needs related to the current pandemic.

Other Measures

For a tweweek period, which started from March 31, the authorities have decided to e
sanitary cordon around 12 municipalities in southern Benin (CoMladg, Ouidah Tork

Bossitg Ze, SeAva, AguégueSemePodji PorteaNovo, AkpreMissérétéand Adjarrg  most
exposed to the pandemic in order to isolate the contaminated population and contain
of COVID-19.

During this time, travel in and out of the cordon is prohibited. Within the cordon,
transportation is suspended and taxis and motorcycle are required to abide by strict
limits; bars and nightclubs are closed; gatherings of more than 10 people are banned
required to maintain distance of at least one meter (three feet) from one another; mark
and other merchants are allowed to remain open, albeit with limited service. Wearir
masks was made mandatory for all citizens who are in the Cordon Sanitaire since the ¢
People are no longer allowed to leave their homes without wearing masks. The country
recorded 64 cases, 33 discharged and one fatality.

Outside of the Cordon Sanitaire, wearing of mask is highly recommended for everyone
be out in the public.

Since March 19, the authorities have @lsmiificantly limited the transit of people across
borders; (ii) restricted the issuance of entry visas to the country; (iii) introduced a syst
compulsory quarantine of all people coming to Benin by air; and (iv) suspended

gatherings including conferences, funerals, festivals, political rallies, sporting events, a
activities.

Benin is subjecting visitors and passengers entering the country to a systematic and

14day quarantine. As a result of this, the Government requisitioned 1,000 hotel room
purpose. The quarantine costs of nationals are to be provided by the State-ndiilenats
will bear these costs themselves. They later restricted entry to only essential crossing
be authorized in conjunction with the authorities of neighbouring countries.

Resumption from School holidays have been postponed uiiNlbgniVoreover, as of April 2
the government announced the installat.
started a nationwide screening program.

Authorities suspended all demonstrations and all othe@ssential sporting, cultural, religic
political and festive events was also put in place. suspension of preparations for the pi
Mecca in line with the arrangements made by the Saudi authorities. Those who are gri
limit the funerals of their deceased to a strict minimum and to postpone subsequent eve
Religious leaders are to enforce, during worship, the health social distance of at leas
between worshipers, to avoid handshakes, embraces and all other contaminating gestt

The authorities on April 2, 2020 announced plans to revise the 2020 4
address the soeswonomic impacts of the outbreak. Several measu
under consideration, including, among others:

i)lowering import duties and VAT for hygiene and healthcare goo
services critical to tackle COVID, and for tourism businesses;

(ii) lowering other selected tax rates;

(iii) delaying tax payments, and waiving late payment fines and penalt
(iv) suspending government fees charged on informal sector opers
rent, security and parking in urban markets;

(v) lowering the licensing fee for companies in the transportation and
sectors;

(vi) suspending esite tax inspection operations;

(vii) Donating food and providing assistance to households and loc
businesses; .

Just like in many other west Africa Francophone countries, the regiond
bank (BCEAO) for the We#tfrican Economic and Monetary Union (WAEM
has taken prempt i ve steps to better s al
mitigate the negative impact of the pandemic on economic activity.

The BCEAO first raised the liquidity made available to banks at its weg
monthly auctions of March 23, allowing average refinancing rates to
relatively close to the floor of the monetary policy corridor of 2.5 percer
was followed, starting with the weekly refinancing auction of March 30, ?
the adoption of a full allotment strategy at a fixed rate of 2.5 percent
allowing banks to satisfy their liquidity needs fully at a lower rate. As an
on March 21, 2020, the BCEAO has also announgeth éxtension of th
collateral framework to access central bank refinancing to include bank
prequalified 1,700 private companies; (i) a framework inviting ba
accommodate demands from firms with CowidlE8ed repayment difficulties
postpone for a 3 month renewable period debt service falling due, with
need to classify such postponed claims as NPL; and (iii) measures to prc
use of electronic payments.

Burkina Faso has reported 641 positive cases and 43 deaths oflG@¥I8f April 29, 202
The government has adopted several containment measures, including social di
nationwide curfew, closure of schools and universities, cancelation of major public ever
of terrestrial borders, suspension of commercial flights, and quarantine of the affected ¢
On April 16, the government announced the mandatory nationwide use of masks (effe
27) and solidarity actions by top government officials (President, Prime Minister, |
through donation of part of their salaries to support the health emergency operations.

On Monday 20 April, the Burkinabe Government relaxed some of the measures put i
Its main markets were reopened for business afteeek3hutdown. Before reopening, mar
in Ouagadougou and around the country were totally hosed down and disinfecte
measures put in place in the newly reopened market include

-Shoppers must disinfect their hands and have their temperature taken when entering the market.

-The floor of markets was marked to enforce saocial distancing.
The government say the Police and about 500 volunteers will be deployed to encout
awareness and respect for-emtona measures.



Cape Verde

Gambia

Fiscal Policy

An emergency response plan for the health sector has been prepared. The p
on strengthening human and technical capacities of public hospitals, increasin
hospital beds, expanding testing capacities and purchasing medical supplies
the implementation of hygiene measures. The plan will be regularly updated
local and global developments.

Monetary Policy

In addition, the BCEAO has announced the creation of a speutatl8
refinancing window at a fixed rate of 2.5 percent for limited amounts
month "Covidl9 T-Bills" to be issued by each WAEMU sovereign to
meet funding needs related to the current pandemic.

Other Measures

The authorities stand ready to reprioritize spending, notably through a revised
be tabled in parliament by June. However, the likely fall in revenue from the
economic contraction in 2020 will further constrain fiscal space. In the meanti
have taken measures to support the private sector, including loan guarante
obligations facilities as follows: loan guarantees of up to 50 percent for large ¢
in all sectors (CVE 1 billion, abo

tourism and transport sectors (CVE 1 billion); up to 100 percent feastaledium
sized enterprises in all/l S e ct o-enserpris&
in all sectors (CVE 700 million CVE

Other measures include faster settlement of invoices and VAT refunds, extens
tax payment period, payment in instalments for VAT and other withholding
cancellation of contributions to the Pension Fund for three months, and fundir

emergency plan with CVE 76 million through the reallocation of bud

appropriations, to cover additional expenses for personnel, training and
equipment.

For the most vulnerable, mitigating measures are estimated at CVE 2.2 b
percent of GDP). They comprise:

iJincome compensation to provide financial support to individuals operating
informal sector;

(i) social inclusion emergency measures for vulnerable people without inc
social inclusion income, with support from the World Bank ;

(iv) support to microfinance institutions to support intér@stloans to vulnerah
households and; (v) care for the elderly with food assistance and other financig

In late March, the central bank decided to loosen the monetary polic
and to increase liquidity in the banking system. Key measures in
reduction in rates as follows: the policy rate by 125 basis points to 0.25
the minimum reserve requirements from 13 to 10 percent, and the o
deposit rate by 5 basis points to 0.05 percent; and the setting up at th
bank of a longerm lending instrument for banks. The central bank (BC\
called on banks to grant a moratorium on loans obligations to borro
good standing with their payment record as eMamdh 2020.

On April 1, the authorities introduced a moratorium on insurance pal
and loans repayment during Afelptember 2020 for household, compa
and nonrprofit associations, as well as the SMEs.

The BCV also implemented prudential measures, including the redd
capital adequacy ratio and provision for banks depending on requ
borrowers to place a moratorium or forbearance on loan repayment f
months.

Cabo Verde has reported 114 confirmed COMUIxases and 1 death as of April
2020.

Prevention measures taken by the authorities include: installation of body ter
scans in airports, suspension of official travel and flights to China and othel
affected countries, preparation of quarantine areas in hospitals, suspension of fli
European countries affected by COMI® the United States, Brazil, Senegal
Nigeria, as well as maritime traffic (with few exceptions), and quarantine of the
Boa Vista where the community spread started inside a resort hotel.

The authorities have also prepared a contingency plan and put in place a rapic
team. In late March, they declared the state of emergency, put in place social
measures, restricted travel between the nine inhabited islands, and put the «
lockdown for noressential activities.

Authorities placed the Boa Vista Island under quarantine with immediate eff
aerial and maritime connections suspended between the island and the rest of tt

Suspension of all commercial passenger flights in and out of Cabo Verde.
Passengers on board cruise ships and sailboats will not be allowed to disemk
country. The government announced that these restrictions will remain in place
weeks and may be renewed.

ARest ri ct-island sraveb were iput ineplace, and the suspension of -all non

essential services. All public services and public companies, except for essent
such as airports, ports, and hospitals, will be closed for this period;

The government adopted an emergency health response plan of 96 billion CF4

% of GDP). It will

i)provide free care for those with the infection and equipping intensive care uni
i)strengthen epidemiological and biological surveillance (virus testing; creatiol
call centre, rehabilitating and equipping laboratories);
(iii) reinforce capacities of pharmaceutical industries and financing researdg
virus.

On March 31, the government announced a package of economic measures t
income of the most vulnerable segments of the population through agricultu
support and expanded cash transfers, provide relief thitheedtors and firms, a
support public entities in the transport and port sectors to ensure continuity i
chains. In this regard, the authorities created 4 special Funds to be spent ov
including the National Solidarity Fund of 170 billion CFAF (0.5 % of GDH
Support Fund for the informal sector of 100 billion CFAF (0.3 % of GDP), the §
Fund for the small and medium enterprises of 150 billion CFAF (0.4 % of G[
the Support Fund for large companies of 100 billion CFAF (0.3 % of GDP). T
also provide financial support to the agriculture sector by 300 billion CFAF ((
GDP).

The regional central bank (BCEAO) for the V¥éstan Economic an
Monetary Union (WAEMU) has taken-prenpt i ve st eps t
sdemand for liquidity and mitigate the negative impact of the pande
economic activity. The BCEAO first raised the liquidity made available t
at its weekly and monthly auctions of March 23, allowing average ref
rates to remain relatively close to the floor of the monetary policy cor
2.5 percent.

This was followed, starting with the weekly refinancing auction of Ma
2020, by the adoption of a full allotment strategy at a fixed rate of 2.5
thereby allowing banks to satisfy their liquidity needs fully at a lower
announced on March 21, 2020, the BCEAO has also announced
extension of the collateral framework to access central bank refina
include bank loans to prequalified 1,700 private companies; (ii) a frg
inviting banks to accommodate demands from firms with Ceeidid
repayment difficulties to postpone for a 3 month renewable period debt
falling due, without the need to classify such postponed claims as NPL
measures to promote the use of electronic payments.

In addition, the BCEAO has announced the creation of a speuisit!8
refinancing window at a fixed rate of 2.5 percent for limited amount
month "Covid19 T-Bills" to be issued by each WAEMU sovereign to
meet funding needs related to the current pandemic.

Ctte dolvoire
The authorities swiftly adopted containment measures including

i)declaring a state of emergency and establishing a curfew from 9pm to 5am; (i
all international travels, except for humanitarian aid purpose;

(iif) prohibiting public gatherings of more than 50 people;

(iv) closing schools, nightclubs, restaurants, bars, theatres and other recreation
and imposing restrictions on public transportation and movements between regic
country;

(v) making wearing masks mandatory and encouraging teleworking. On March
the authorities launched a vast cleaning and disinfection operation in Abidjan.

In mid-March, the authorities prepared a US$9 million (0.5 percent of GDP) -G
19 action plan, for which they have already obtained grant financing. The go
has also reallocated 500 million dalasi (0.6 percent of GDP) from the current |
the Ministry of Health and other relevant public entities for containment mea
prevent and control the spread of the COXBDoutbreak. Currently, the needs
being reassessed, as the community spread of the virus has been asce
recommendations based on the work done by expert policy groups have been

Mdestic financial conditions have tightened with the average yield on 1
used 364lays Thills increasing to 11.73 percent (433 bps higher -iapmili
than at en2019). To ease liquidity conditions the central bank redu
monetary policy rate by 50 basis points aFehcuary 2020 to 12 percent
increased its standing deposit facility rate by the same margin to 3 per
also actively monitoring the situation and is in close communication wit
and ready to respond to the situation as inflationary pressures warrant.

to

As of April 29, The Gambia has registered 10 confirmed cases of-C®D\Be persol
infected died, with 8 recovery. Seven cases have been imported and two (rec
have arisen through a local contagion. 247 people have been officially quara
which about 60 are being quarantined at present.

i-19 with &,238 @pnfilmied casbsyas of Ap¥il P9ID2020.



emphasize the need for more testing, especially identifying local transmission| Further measures are under consideration to provide emergency | The President declared a state of emergency starting March 27 including closing all non

preparedness for rapid regional responses, and stepping up targeted supp
most vulnerable groups. RCF and CCRT financing from the IMF (see below)
used to cover these additional costs.

Donor agencies, including the UNDP, WFP, WHO, FAO, UNICEF, UNFR
UNICEF, have focused financial assistance (about $1.5 million cumulatively,
strengthen social assistance support for programs aimed at vulnerable group
by COVID-19 by improving communication, safeguarding nutrition and ensurir
security. On April 2, The World Bank (WB) approved a US$10 million grant
COVID-19 Response and Preparedness Project to enhance case detectio
prevention, and social distancing communication as well as the provision of e
to isolation and treatmecentersThe WB is accelerating the rollout of its Social §
Net project to help mitigate the impact of COMI® on the most vulneral
population. Many of the other donors will also be expanding their social a
support through cash transfers using mobile money and direct payments tg
poor households, new mothers and farmers using existing databases of past
village lists and voter rolls.

The Gambia Revenue Authority has extended by two months the filing of t
annual tax return and the payment of final 2019 tax as well as for the filing of
guarter 2020 declaration and the payment of the first quarter instalment.

support together with increased intensity and frequency of supervi
address any financial stability concerns.

Exchange rate and balance of payments

The centr al bank stepped up the
but has not imposed any specific exchange measures; the centra
committed to maintaining a flexible exchange rate to absorb -b&lz
payments (BOP) shocks.

The IMF is providing additional BOP support, which also can b
lent/transferred to the budget. On April 15, the Executive Board appr
US$21.3 million for The Gambia under the Rapid Credit Facility (RC
RCF support supplements earlier financing from the IMF under a U
million Extended Credit Facility (ECF) arrangement approved on Ma
2020. To accommodate the worsened BOP outlook, the IMF also ag
modify the performance criteria on net usable international reserves
domestic assets of the central bank under thes&@forted program. TH
Gambia will also benefit from debt relief under the Catastrophe Conta
(CC) window of the Catastrophe Containment and Relief Trust (
approved on April 13, 2020. The first tranche of $2.9 million (correspon
debt service due to the Fund in the first six months) has been already 3
for delivery. The total debt relief can be extended up to $10.8 m
resources are identified to extend the initiative for 24 months.

essential public and private businesses following the earlier order to close the ai
land borders for 21 days.

On April 4, the National Assembly approved the extension of the state of emerc
45 days. Emergency powers were used to freeze prices of essential commodit
rice, meat, fish, cooking oil soap, sanitizers and cement. To enforce social dist
commercial vehicles are only allowed to carry half of their licensed passengers.
gatherings including funerals are now limited to a maximum of 10 people.fiTat
key driver of foreign exchange and fraol@s been halted and foreign exchange -
and remittances have declined, while financial conditions have tightened.

The government committed US$100 million to support preparedness and resp
about US$210 million under its Coronavirus Alleviation Programme to the pr
of selected industries (e.g., pharmaceutical sector supplying-180%iilgs an
equipment), the support of SMEs and employment, and the creation of guara
first-loss instruments . Additional funds have been earmarked to address ava
test kits, pharmaceuticals, equipment, and bed capacity.

To compensate for larger spending related to the CO¥IBisis, the governmse
plans cutting spending in goods and services, transfers, and capital invest
reflecting the lower absorption capacity of the economy due to the pandem
total of at least GHc 1.1 billion (0.3 percent of GDP). Also, the government ha|
with investors to postpone interest payment ommemketable domestic bonds helg
public institutions to fund the financial sector elgafor about GHc 1.2 billion (O
percent of GDP).

To reduce the financing needs, the government will draw US$218 million {
stabilization fund.

The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) cut the policy rate cut by 15
points to 14.5 percent on March 18, and announced several meal
mitigate the impact of the pandemic shock, including lowering the

reserve requirement from 10 to 8 percent, lowering the capital cons
buffer from 3 to 1.5 percent, revising provisioning and classification rt
specific loan categories, and steps to facilitate and lower the cost o
payments. The committee akignaledit would continue to monitor th
economic impact of COVH29 and take additional measures if necessary

As of April 29, 2020, Ghana recorded about 1,671 confirmed €@V¢Bses and
deaths. Starting March 16, the government adopted sweeping social distancing
and travel restrictions to avert an outbreak, includingugpension of all publ
gatherings exceeding 25 people for four weeks;

(ii) closure of all universities and schools until further notice; and

(i) mandatory lday seljuarantine for any Ghanaian resident who has beel
country with at least 200 confirmed cases of C&1@|Dvithin the last 14 days.

On March 23, Ghana closed all its borders to travellers. Starting on April 23, tt
partiallockdown of major urban areas has been lifted following aggressive contac
expansion of treatment and isolation centres, enhanced testing capacit
understanding of the virus contagion dynamics, increased capacity to produce
and medicines, and severe impact of the lock down on the most vulnerable. .
exporter, Ghana is also significantly affected by the large decline in oil prices.

Guinea

A National Emergency Preparedness and Response Plan for al®Q\itbreak wg
prepared, with the support of international development partners. Key measu
on strengthening surveillance at ports of entry; reinforcing capacity for-C@
detection; increasing the number of quarantine centres; expanding treatmen
and acquiring needed medical equipment; and conducting a communication
The implementation cost of the National Emergency Plan is estimated at US$
(0.3 percent of GDP).

In addition, a COVIBL9 economic response plan was announced on April 6
The Plan aims at strengthening infrastructure in the health sector, protecting
vulnerable, and supporting the private sector, notably small and medium er
The authorities estimate the cost of the Plan at about USD dollars 290 n
percent of GDP). Key measures include: the introduction of temporary exonera
taxes, social contributions and payment of utilities for firms in the most affectec
the implementation of labeintensive public works, provision of cash transfg
waiver on the payment of utilities for the most vulnerable.

The Economic Response Plan envisages the use of monetary policy
ease liquidity conditions in the banking system (including a reductio
monetary policy rate, lowering reserve requirements, and a recourse tq¢
instruments). It also envisages the establishment of a credit guarante
for SMEs.

As of April 29, 2020, 1,351 cases of COVY®Dwere confirmed in Guinea. In additior
the capital area, cases were also reported in the regBwi® dfabé Faranahand
Telimélé

The authorities have adopted several measures to reduce the risk of contagior
large public gatherings have been banned, the international airport has been
non-essential flights, and public areas (markets, religious facilities) are require
hand sanitizing equipment. All schools have been closed.

Other measures included closure of land borders, suspension of public events,
and leisure facilities; limiting public transport; and a night curfew in Conakry.

Guinean embassies and consulates have suspended visa issuance to trav
countries with more than 30 confirmed cases. On March 26, Guinea declared
emergency and tightened lockdown.




Guinea Bissau

Liberia

Starting April 18, wearing a face mask is mandatory in public places. Con
measures are extended until May 15.

Al pha Condeds administration says i°
makes public transport free for 3 months starting form April to support the popt
in the fight against the pandemic.

Suspected cases of COVIP will be sent to a Ministry of Health centre for testing
will be required to remain at the centre until test results are available, in approxi
hours. Negative cases will be required to report their temperature to Ministry ¢
officials twice a day for fourteen days. Positive cases will be treated at the M
Health centre.

Emergency meaws of about US$ 0.5 million have been approved. These are
on upgrading the main national hospitad, the provision of medicines, food,
medi c al equi pment to the countryods

The authorities already made available FCFA 100 million (0.01 percent of GDP
provide monthly FCFA 122 million to the main hospital. They are seeking supp
multilateral donors to finance additional emergency healthcare and sanitary exy

The regional central bank (BCEAO) for the V&&stan Economic an
Monetary Union (WAEMU) has taken-prenpt i ve steps t
demand for liquidity and mitigate the negative impact of the pande
economic activity.

The BCEAO first raised the liquidity made available to banks at its we
monthly auctions of March 23, allowing average refinancing rates tg
relatively close to the floor of the monetary policy corridor of 2.5 percel
was followed, starting with the weekly refinancing auction of March 30,

the adoption of a full allotment strategy at a fixed rate of 2.5 percent
allowing banks to satisfy their liquidity needs fully at a lower rate. As an
on March 21, 2020, the BCEAO has ailsextended the collateral framew
to access central bank refinancing to include bank loans to prequalifi
private companies; (i) gt a framework inviting banks to accommo
demands from firms with COVID9 related repayment difficulties to posty
for a 3 month renewable period debt service falling due, without the
classify such postponed claims as NPL; and (iii) introduced meas
promote the use of electronic payments. In addition, the BCEA
announced the creation of a speemb8th refinancing window at a fixed 1
of 2.5 percent for limited amounts ehdnth "Covid19 T-Bills" to be issue
by each WAEMU sovereign to help meet funding needs related to the
pandemic.

There are fiftywo confirmed cases as of April 22nd, 2020. On March 18, borde
closed and flights to Bissau interrupted. Schools and outdoor markets are cl
March 28, a state of emergency was declared. A National CGwidtingency Plan w
adopted at the end of March. On April 15, the state of emergency was prolon
April 26. Public transportation vehicles are not allowed to circulate in the cou
circulation is forbidden between 12am and 7am. @isssu is fighting the pander
in the midst of a political crisis related to the result of the December 2019 pre
election. GuineBissau is amongst the 25 beneficiary countries of the IMF debt
relief through the Catastrophe Containment and Relief Trust (CCRT), approved
15.

The Liberian authorities will finalize a COMI®preparedness plan in conjunction
its donor community. The World Bank approved US$1.5 million available for
under the plan from its overall funding envelope and utilization of this has begu

Areas of concentration under the plan include support to health care workers,
and rehabilitation of health care equipment, procurement of drugs and othei
supplies, deployment of surge staff to contact tracing activities, border are
response teams, training of responders, planning, communications and inf
sharing, staffing and equipping of laboratories, and logistical and supply suppo

The CBL is expediting the procurement of additional banknotes apprg
the Legislature in December 2019. In response to the difficulties bein
the private sector, the CBL is also allowing banks to practice limited fort
on asset classification, provisioning, and lending policies-hit ls@ctors o
the economy, while remaining vigilant for signs of banking sector stress

On the payments side, to better facilitate the use of electronic paymd
CBL has suspended fees and charges for most electronic transfers-afig
sale outlets used by merchants and mobile money operators; and
allowable daily limits.

Exchange rate and balance of payments

No measures so far, but the authorities are committed to allowing the €
rate to adjust in line with market forces.

As of April 29, Liberia currently has 141 confirmed cases of CIOWIDus, with the
first one detected on March 16, 2020. There have been at least 16 fatalities so f¢

On March 21, 2020 the Liberian authorities issued a declaration designed t
severe social distancing, including: closure of all schools, night clubs, cinema:
spas, mosques and churches; banning of all street selling and gatherings of mc
people; limits on admittance to banks and restaurants to five customers kept six
Social distancing for health facilities and pharmacies (which are to remai
mandatory washing with soap and clean water at all public and private establishi
a hotline was established to report those exhibiting COEY/4Pmptoms.

On midnight April 10, Government announced a State of Emergency, which is
force and which is now before the Legislature awaiting approval as stipulate
Constitution. The provisions prohibit irt@unty movement of persons while, in
four hardeshit counties, residefitexcepting essential worketgave been ordered
stay at home outside of very restrictive periods. Alessmmtial businesses
government offices will remain closed.

A total countrywide lockdown in order to limit the spread of the coronavirus was
on the 1& To render the lockdown viable, the Executive has also asked the Legis
allocate US$25 milliorto be supplemented by donor fuimder a World Food
Programimplemented food distribution in the four hardiéstounties for 60 days.

The World Bank approved US$17 million ofboffiget project funding for the hea
sector, of which US$7.50 million was new investment financed by the- T3NSt
Track Facility (March 23); and $9.5 million was temporarily diverted from existing
(March 30).




| The African Development Bank is preparing a significant budget support operati

the COVID-19 Response Facility which was approved on April 8.

Liberia's health authorities said they have opened a "drive through" testing cent
coronavirus, which is expected to allow people seek voluntary testing. The testi
located at the SKD Sports Complex in Paynesville city, allows people "who ¢
well" to walk in and get tested for COVID.

The government updated its medical response plan to prevent the spread el @
and strengthen its medical care capacity, in collaboration with the World
Organization, now costed at about 0.5 percent of GDP (including bonuses t|
workers).

The government is also working with the World Bank to enhance its medi
capacity, notably in terms of medical equipment (respirators, quarantine facilitie

The government unveiled a package of social measures to support the most
households. These measures include the setup of a special fund to provid
income support to the poorest households, a mass distribution of grain and
livestock to poorest households, the supply of electricity and water free of cha
poorest consumers for the months of April and May 202MocatB exemption fron
VAT on electricity and water tariffs, andradhth exemption from customs duties
the import of basic food (rice and milk).

A package of economic measures was also announced to ease liquidity con
ailing firms, including an SME&ispport guarantee fund, clearing the budget spe
float, granting tax deferral and relief to ease liquidity constraints on thehlta
companies, especially in the hospitality sector (hotels, restaurants, transportatio

The regional central bank (BCEAO) for the Wéstan Economic an
Monetary Union (WAEMU) has taken-prenpt i ve st eps t
demand for liquidity and mitigate the negative impact of the pande
economic activity. The BCEAO first raised the liquidity made available t
at its weekly and monthly auctions of March 23, allowing average ref
rates to remain relatively close to the floor of the monetary policy cor
2.5 percent. This was followed, starting with the weekly refinancing ay
March 30, 2020, by the adoption of a full allotment strategy at a fixed ra
percent thereby allowing banks to satisfy their liquidity needs fully at
rate.

On March 21, 2020, the BCEAO had also annouripeah €xtension of th
collateral framework to access central bank refinancing to include bank
prequalified 1,700 private companies; (i) a framework inviting b3
accommodate demands from firms with CowidlEed repayment difficulti
to postpone for a 3 month renewable period debt service falling due,
the need to classify such postponed claims as NPL; and (iii) mea
promote the use of electronic payments.

The COVID-19 pandemic has hit at a time when the country is facing a cha
security situation in the northern and central regions. 482 confirmed cases and
have been reported as of April 29, 2020.

Since mieMarch, the government has been responding to the global emergenc
pandemic with preventive containment measures. These include the suspe
commercial flights (except cargo flights), the closure of land borders, a curfi
9:00pm to 5:00am, the suspension of all public gatherings, the prohibition ¢
sports, cultural and political gatherings of more than 50 people, and the closure «
(until May 9th), night clubs and bars.

In addition, the government has set up a crisis response unit, a hotline for sign
suspicious case, and is stepping up sensitization campaigns, strengtheni
capacities, expanding quarantine and hospitalization facilities, and improving me
capacities.

Working hours in the public administration have been reorganized to end e
2:30pm), to protect civil servants.

Retail markets will remain open from 6:00am to 4:00pm, to prevent disruptior
supply of population with basics goods.

10 million masks have been distributed to the population.

A plan has been presented to donors with an estimated cost of 7.4 percent
divided into an immediate health response and broader economic and social
Key elements are already being implemented, such as temporary tax religiifd
sectors, two months of free utilities for vulnerable households, and distribution
from the strategic reserve.

The regional central bank (BCEAO) for the Wstan Economic an
Monetary Union (WAEMU) has taken-prenpt i ve st eps t
demand for liquidity and mitigate the negative impact of the pande
economic activity. The BCEAO first raised the liquidity made available t
at its weekly and monthly auctions of March 23, allowing average ref
rates to remain relatively close to the floor of the monetary policy cor
2.5 percent. This was followed, starting with the weekly refinancing au
March 30, 2020, by the adoption of a full allotment strategy at a fixed rg
percent thereby allowing banks to satisfy their liquidity needs fully at
rate. As announced on March 21, 2020, the BCEAO has also: (i) exte
collateral framework to access central bank refinancing to include bank
prequalified 1,700 private companies; (i)psatframework inviting banks
accommodate demands from firms with CowidlEed repayment difficulti
to postpone for a 3 month renewable period debt service falling due,
the need to classify such postponed claims as NPL; and (iii) int
measures to promote the use of electronic payments.

Niger has recorded 713 COVID cases and 32 deaths as of April 29, 2020.

The first case was reported on March 19, 2020. On March 27, 2020, the |
declared a national emergency, and imposed a night curfew in the capital in a
shortened work hours and earlier meas
a ban on large gatherings. The emphasis remains on containment with the
guarantine from the rest of the country.

All persons who have been in contact with infected patients are being traced cor
taken care of at tigaweyéhotel in Niamey.

Religious, social gathering of more than 50 persons was banned in the countr
were closed throughout the country for two weeks. The government reiterated
measure could be renewed depending on the evolution of the situation.

The president also pardoned 1540 prisoners in different correctional facilities &
country.




Nigeria

Senegal

Sierra Leone

Contingency funds of N984 mill i on
for Disease Control, and an additional N6.5 billion ($18 million) was distribt
purchasing more testing kits, opening isolation centres and training medical pe

Grant of N10 billion ($28 million) was released to the Lagos State to inc
capacity to contain the outbreak. The government is reviewing its 2020 bu
given the expected large fall in oil revenues, announced plans to cut/eetag mica
capital spending by N1.5 trillion (close to 1 percent of GDP).

A fiscal stimulus package in the form of a COG@Dntervention fund of N500 billig
($1.4 billion), has been approved by the President to support healthcare
provide relief for taxpayers, and incentivize employers to retain and recruit sta
the downturn. Import duty waivers for pharmaceutical firms will be intro
Regulated fuel prices have been reduced, and an automatic fuel pricg
introduced to ensure fuel subsidies are eliminated. The President also o
increase of the social register by 1 million households to 3.6 million to help cu
effect of the lockdown.

(] The Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) maintained its current monetary po

in March but introduced additional measures, inclugingddcing intereg
rates on all applicable CBN interventions from 9 to 5 percent and introg
one year moratorium on CBN intervention facilities; (ii) creating a N50
($139 million) targeted credit facility; and (iii) liquidity injection of 3.6
(2.4 percent of GDP) into the banking system, including N100 bill
support the health sector, N2 trillion to the manufacturing sector, an
trillion to the real sector to impacted industries.

Regulatory forbearance was also introduced to restructure loans in
sectors. The CBN is also coordinating a private sector special inte
initiative targeting N120 billion ($333 million) to fight COY8DAs of April
16, N42.6 billion was received, including $50 million grant from the EuU
Union.

The official exchange rate has been adjusted by 15 percent, with an
unification of the various exchange rates under the investors and €
(I&E) window, Bureau de Change, and retail and wholesale windov
authorities committed to let the I&E rate move in line with market for
few pharmaceutical companies have been identified to ensure they ca
FX and naira funding.

Nigeria has been severely hit by the spread of GO8/Hdd the associated sharp de:
in oil prices. Government policy is responding to both these developments.

The authorities have reported 1,728 cases of GO¥End 51 deaths as of April

2020. A range of measures have been implemented to contain the spread of
including

closure of international airports, public and private schools, universities, st
markets, and suspension of public gatherings.

A 0l ockdowndé has been declared in L
encouraged in several states and government institutions while isolation centres
expanded in Lagos state. Testing capacity has been increased to 2500 pe
president ordered the release of inmates in correctional facilities to decongest pr

Senegal announced fiscal measures could reach up to 7 percent of G
government has allocated FCFA 71 billion (0.5 percent of GDP) to finance a
health spending.

Furthermore, the authorities have set out an economic support package to m
impact of the pandemic: FCFA 69 billion will be used to provide urgent food
essential medical supplies; FCFA 15 billion will finance the suspension
payments for poorer customers; FCFA 12.5 billion has been allocated to the S
diaspora; harlit sectors such as tourism and transport are expected to recei
FCFA 100 hillion ; and an expedited payment of unmet obligations will help st
firms balance sheets.

On the tax side, postponing tax payments will improve liquidity of enterprise
balance sheets will also profit from a partial-offief tax debt. The government |
set up a national solidarity fund of up to FCFA 1000 billion (7 percent of GDP
will be financed by a mix of donor contributions, voluntary donations, and the b

The regional central bank (BCEAO) for the V¥éstan Economic an
Monetary Union (WAEMU) has taken-prenpt i ve st eps t
demand for liquidity and mitigate the negative impact of the pande
economic activity. The BCEAO first raised the liquidity made available t
at its weekly and monthly auctions of March 23, allowing average ref
rates to remain relatively close to the floor of the monetary policy cor
2.5 percent. This was followed, starting with the weekly refinancing ay
March 30, 2020, by the adoption of a full allotment strategy at a fixed rg
percent thereby allowing banks to satisfy their liquidity needs fully at
rate. On March 21, 2020, the BCEAO had also announced: (i) an exte
the collateral framework to access central bank refinancing to inclu
loans to prequalified 1,700 private companies; (ii) a framework inviting
accommodate demands from firms with CowidlE@ed repayment difficulti
to postpone for a 3 month renewable period debt service falling due,
the need to classify such postponed claims as NPL; and (iii) meal
promote the use of electronic payments.

Senegal has reported 882 positive cases (9 deaths) as of April 29, 2020. The ¢
has declared a national state of emergency and adopted strict containment
including suspension of international air travel, closure of borders, limitsregiornef
travel, bans on public gatherings, school closures, and a curfew.

Containment measures and the sudden stop of travel and tourism are alread)
significant economic impact, exacerbated by declining export demand ar
remittances. The IMF approved emergency financing of US$442 million to prowic
needed | iquidity to support the autt

The government is developing, in close collaboration with the Fund an
development partners, a health response and a broader economic package o
On April 2, the World Bank approved a $7.5 million International Develd
Association (IDA) grant to support preparedness of the Sierra Leonean health
the context of COVIBL9. On April 22, the government announced its plans to i
incentives for healthcare workers (including a risk allowance, life insurg
compensation for living expenses whelreid) as part of the health response u
development.

The central bank held an emergency Monetary Policy Committee me
March 18. They decided to: (i) reduce the monetary policy rate
signalling) by 150 bps from 16.5 percent to 15 percent, effective Marc
create a special credit facility (Le 500 billion) to support prod
procurement and distribution of essential goods; and (iii) extend the
requirement maintenance period from 14 to 28 days to ease tight liquidi

Following the March 18 MPC meeting, the central bank announced its i
to provide FX resources to ensure the importation of essential goo
exchange rate has been allowed to adjust.

As of April 29, Sierra Leone has 116 confirmed cases of COVID 19. With the
and economic and human costs of the

minds, the Government has acted decisively to implement a range of prever
containment measures.

On March 24 the President declared a national state of emergency that is set to
months. Prevention and containment measures include:

i)Border controls and closure: a mandatory quarantine for anyone arriving from
with 50 or more cases (monitoring of those with fewer than 50); closure of land
enhanced border controls andradhth suspension of all incoming and outgoing re
passenger flights.

(i) Social distancing. Closure of education institutions as of March 31. Disc
gatherings of more than 100 people; restricting attendance of religious events ¢
public beaches; narrow opening hours for the entertainment industry; limiting the
of passengers in public transport; and requiring face masks in public spaces. In
a special bus service has been introduced to transport health workers to and froi

(iii) Partial lockdown. The country was in a national lockdown during April 57, z
of April 11,a partial 14day lockdown restricts intedistrict travel except for essen
purposes, public working hours are shorter (9am to 4pm); and there is a nation:
curfew from 9pm to 7am.




Togo

On March 20, 2020, the authorities announced an action plan heavily rg
devel opment partnersd financing. Th
70 billion (about $130 million or 2 percent of GDP). The National Assembly aut
the Government to rule by decrees for a period of 6 months to accelerate the
making process. President Faure Gnassingbé has declared a state of health en
3 months and announced a series of additional measures.

Health measuresi) (State of health emergency for a period of 3 months; al
Establishment of mobile units for screening and testing throughout the country.

Social measures) Free water and electricity for groups paying social tariffs
months; (ii) Mobikbased cash transfer program aiming to support informal w
directly through mobile enrolment to receive a state grant of at least 30 percd
minimum wage, witlpayoutsfrom CFAF 10,500 ($18) to CFAF 20,000 ($34)
Adjustment of the working hours of civil servants from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; ang
decree freeing 1,048 detainees was signed.

Economic measure$): Creation of a Solidarity and Economic Recovery Fund of
400 bn (11.8 percent of GDP). Financing is expected from the budget, private s
donors. No specifics on the timeline has been provided; and (ii) Issues to be dis
interministerial committees : situation of young entrepreneurs; support agf
sector; measures to support consumption, production and job protection; possik
tax relief for business exposed to the COWDfallout. More specifically, t
government announced a series of fiscal measures for businassekiction of VAT
rate from 18 percent to 10 percent for the hotel and catering sectors, (ii) a susf
tax audits and penalties for the fiscal year, (iii) waiver for the submission of
statements and postponement of tax payments for selected businesses, and (
instalments in tax payments for SMEs.

Security measure:lnplementation of a curfew as of April 2, 2020 from 8 pm to
and (ii) Creation of a special-gathdemic force of 5,000 men.

The regional central bank (BCEAO) for the W&stan Economic an|

Monetary Union (WAEMU) has taken-prenpt i ve st eps t
demand for liquidity and mitigate the negative impact of the pande
economic activity. The BCEAO first raised the liquidity made available t
at its weekly and monthly auctions of March 23, allowing average ref
rates to remain relatively close to the floor of the monetary policy cor
2.5 percent. This was followed, starting with the weekly refinancing ay
March 30, 2020, by the adoption of a full allotment strategy at a fixed rg
percent thereby allowing banks to satisfy their liquidity needs fully at
rate. As announced on March 21, 2020, the BCEAO has also annjuat,
extension of the collateral framework to access central bank refina
include bank loans to prequalified 1,700 private companies; (ii) a frg
inviting banks to accommodate demands from firms with Ceaeidied
repayment difficulties to postpone for a 3 month renewable period debt
falling due, without the need to classify such postponed claims as NPL
measures to promote the use of electronic payments. In addition, the
has announced the creation of a speamrh refinancing window at a fix
rate of 2.5 percent for limited amounts -@fichth "Covid19 T-Bills" to be
issued by each WAEMU sovereign to help meet funding needs relatg
current pandemic.

As of April 29, 2020, the number of confirmed COYfDcases reached 109 cases
deaths. Given its position as a regional transportation hub (serving as a base
African airline company) and strong trade ties with Asia, Togo is particularly ex
the COVID-19.

In order to contain the outbreak. Togo has taken a series of measures includir
land borders and airspace to flights from countries with high infection rates. Er
non-citizens from countries with high infection rates is banned.

Nationals and permanent residents will be subject to a mandatory quarantine fc
upon entry. Official travels to risky countries and gatherings of more than 100 p
banned until further notice. Furthermore, all sport or cultural events have been a
for 3 weeks.

Also, to stem the COVIR9 pandemic, Faure Gnassingbe declared a curfew from
to 6 a.m., which took effect from April 2, 2020, until further notice.
A special anpandemi ¢ force consi sti
compliance with the decisions

ng of
taken




